THE PROGRAM
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The G.A.T.E. Program is the multifaceted gifted education program for Birmingham City Schools.  It provides services to all eligible students who meet gifted eligibility criteria as established by the State Department of Education.

The purpose of the G.A.T.E. Program is to encourage the individual student to realize his/her full potential and become a fulfilled and contributing member of our society.  To this end, the Birmingham City School System strives to provide a challenging and stimulating environment for gifted students.

Differentiated instruction and special experiences commensurate with students’ interests and abilities form the foundation for the program.  Students are provided opportunities to develop self-awareness, cultural appreciation, personal goals, and social responsibility.  Lessons are taught that encourage students to reason, to make logical decisions, and to think creatively.  Opportunities to develop their higher level thinking skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation are integrated into the learning activities.

The G.A.T.E. Program encourages students to appreciate and enjoy learning during their school experience and to continue to pursue learning as a life-long activity.

Students in kindergarten through second grade receive gifted services in the general classroom with consultation from the gifted teachers, as needed.  Students in third grade through fifth grade receive gifted services at an assigned Cluster Site.  Students in sixth grade through eighth grade receive gifted services in the general classroom with weekly consultation from the gifted teachers. Students my elect to and are encouraged to take pre-advanced placement classes.   Students in ninth grade through twelfth grade are served through the general education curriculum and are encouraged to take AP classes.
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CLUSTER SITES

The Cluster sites are designed to bring gifted students together at a central location one day per week for four hours.  This cluster setting provides opportunities for gifted students to interact with their academic peers.  This interaction is a vital component of a successful gifted program.  The instructors are certified in gifted education and have several years of experience working with gifted students.

The Cluster Sites are located at he following Birmingham City Schools:  Gibson Elementary (Northeast Cluster Site); Phillips Academy (Central Cluster Site); and EPIC Elementary (Southwest Cluster Site).  

Gifted students in third grade through fifth grade are transported from their home school at 8:15 a.m. to their assigned Cluster Site via Birmingham City School buses.  The buses will return to the Cluster Site at 1:30 p.m. to transport students back to their local schools.

Students must board the Birmingham City School bus at their local school, or they will not be able to participate in the G.A.T.E. Program that day.
………………………..
GIFTED BEHAVIOR CHECKLIST
………………………..

All second grade students will be observed and considered for gifted services.  A Behavior Checklist provided by the State Department of Education will be used to document observations made on all second grade students.  The Checklist attempts to ensure that students from all populations and socioeconomic groups, as well as students with disabilities, and students who are limited-English proficient, are given the opportunity to be considered for gifted services.  The Checklist identifies behaviors often found in gifted children and requires the teacher to observe the student and record information about the student.  Information from the checklist will be considered when making gifted referrals.

Gifted Behavior Characteristics Checklist

The behaviors listed are appropriate indicators of giftedness for any age student.

Leadership

A. Is a leader in several kinds of activities.  Is often asked ideas and suggestions; is looked to by others when something must be decided.

B. Takes initiative.  Shows independence of action; may be bossy.

C. Motivates/influences others.  Is sought out by other children for play or work group.

D. Carries responsibilities well.

Creativity

E. Curious.  Asks lots of questions; generates creative ideas for problem solving; has original ideas.

F. Risk taker.  Will  risk failure; tries new things willingly;  does not fear being different.

G. Possesses an aptitude in art, music, acting, or writing.

H. Advanced, keen, subtle sense of humor.  Understands and uses jokes and puns earlier than other children.

Above Average Ability

I. Advanced reading level.  Generally one  or two years above grade level.  Usually excels in one or more subjects.  Has advanced vocabulary and knowledge base when compared with others of his/her age, experience, or environment.  May “lose” other students, “turn them off”, or appear to be a “smart alec.”

J. Learns rapidly, easily, and with few repetitions.  Retains what is learned.  May become bored with routine assignments or impatient waiting for the group.

K. Ability to think on higher levels or more in-depth than others.  Classroom performance/grades may contradict this (i.e., underachiever).

L. Transfers concepts and learning to new situations.  Ability to make inferences and see connections between seemingly unconnected ideas and activities.

Motivation/Task Commitment

M. Shows persistence and commitment to getting task completed.  Has a long attention span for activities of interest.  

N. Understands topic in depth.  Asks unusual questions for age; asks questions that reflect thinking (why? what if?) or about abstract ideas (love, justice, etc.)

O. Chooses difficult tasks.  Will select more challenging topics/ materials/ issues.

P. Becomes very enthusiastic about learning.  Does not want to quit; can tune others out.  May appear to have boundless energy (sometimes labeled hyperactive).

Referrals
Referrals for gifted services may be made by any person who has knowledge of the student’s abilities:  teachers, counselors, administrators, parents, guardians, peers, or the student.  Referrals may occur at any time.   Referrals may be made to (1) the Gifted Referral Screening Team at the local school or (2) the Central Office.  Students must meet eligibility criteria as established by the State Department of Education to qualify for gifted services.

Central Office

Mrs. Linda Taylor

Program Specialist for Gifted Education

231-4870

Northeast Cluster Site

Gibson Elementary

231-8370

Central Cluster Site

Phillips Academy

231-9500

Southwest Cluster Site

E.P.I.C. Elementary

231-7470

The Birmingham Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, or sex in the operation of the G.A.T.E. program.
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Intellectually gifted children and youth are those who perform at high levels in academic or creative fields when compared with others of their age, experience, or environment.  These children and youth require services not ordinarily provided by the regular school program.  Children and youth possessing these abilities can be found in all populations, across all economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor.
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