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Facts 
 
Thomas Jefferson was 
the third President of 
the US. 
He was a polymath, 
horticulturist, 
statesman, architect, 
author, inventor, and 
founder of the 
University of Virginia. 
Change means to 
make different or alter 
and has affected all 
cultures. 
Discovery is the act of 
disclosing knowledge.  
People of all 
races/cultures have 
been slaves. 
Culture relates to a 
particular way a group 
lives at a given period 
of time. 

Skills 
 

Critical Thinking 
Problem Solving 
Observation 
Organization 
Reasoning 
Evaluation 
Compare/Contrast 
Hypothesizing 
Predicting 
Charts/Graphs 
Research 
 
 

Critical Content 

Inventors Attorney 
Economist         Author 
Researchers 
Sociologists 
Human resource 
Historians 
Anthropologist 
Politicians 

CONCEPTUAL LENS 
 

Change 

Concepts 
 

• Change 
• Economics 
• Culture 
• Discovery 
• Supply and 

Demand 
• Slavery 
• Inventions 

 

Representative Topic  
Thomas Jefferson’s Gift 
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Essential Understandings/Generalizations 
 

1. All cultures have change. 
2. Discovery may cause change. 
3. Inventions are the result of supply and demand and change. 
4. Economics determines the culture of slavery. 

 
 

 
 

Essential Questions 
1. In what ways to cultures change? 

a. What is culture? 
b. What are examples of different cultures? ( i.e., home, school, economics) 
c. What is change?  
d. What might cause a change in a culture?  Give examples. 

2.  In what ways (how, why) has discovery caused change? 
a.  What is discovery? 
b.  What is change? 
c. What new things have you discovered at your school?  What is it? 
d. How has that discovery changed your view of the school? 

3.  How do supply and demand and change lead to invention? 
a.  What is supply and demand? 
b. How does supply and demand change? 
c.  What is an invention? 
d. How do inventions promote change? 
e. How did the patent act promote change? 

4.  How do economics determine a culture of slavery? 
a.  What is slavery? 
b. What is economics? 
c. Does economics affect you? 
d. How does economics affect culture? 
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Culminating Performance Task 
 
Students will create their own invention and describe how it impacts the economics and 
culture. 
 
 

Activities 
1.  Create a daily journal describing the problem, process strategy needed, and 

materials of the invention. (#3 and #1) 
2.  Securing material without money, question answer, research. (#3 & #4) 
3.  Compare and contrast Thomas Jefferson and an African American inventor (#2 

& #3) 
4.  Draw a scale drawing of the invention and draw a picture of the person.  What 

was the impact of the invention on culture and economics? (#3 & # 4) 
5. Create a model of the selected African American invention.  
6. Create your own invention. 

 
 
 
 


